Panel of experts finds credible reports of war crimes during Sri Lanka conflict – UN
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25 April 2011 – The panel of experts set up to advise Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on
accountability issues with respect to the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka has found
credible reports of war crimes committed by both the Government and Tamil rebels and calls for
genuine investigations into the allegations, according to a
report
made public today by the United Nations.
The decision to release the report, which was submitted to the Secretary-General on 12 April
and shared with the Sri Lankan Government, was made as a “matter of transparency and in the
broader public interest,” Mr. Ban’s spokesperson said in a statement .

“The Secretary-General sincerely hopes that this advisory report will make a contribution to full
accountability and justice so that the Sri Lankan Government and people will be able to proceed
towards national reconciliation and peace,” the statement added.

Mr. Ban is carefully reviewing the report’s conclusions and recommendations, “including its
disturbing assessment that a number of allegations of serious violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law committed by both the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) and the Government of Sri Lanka are credible, some of which would amount to war
crimes and crimes against humanity.”

Government forces declared victory over the rebel LTTE in May 2009 after a conflict that had
raged on and off for nearly three decades and killed thousands of people. The conflict ended
with large numbers of Sri Lankans living as internally displaced persons (IDPs), especially in the
north of the island country.

The panel found credible allegations that comprise five core categories of potential serious
violations committed by the Government in the final stages of the conflict, including killing of
civilians through widespread shelling and the denial of humanitarian assistance.

The credible allegations concerning the LTTE comprise six core categories of potential serious
violations, including using civilians as a human buffer and killing civilians attempting to flee
LTTE control.

1/2

Panel of experts finds credible reports of war crimes during Sri Lanka conflict – UN
Written by
Monday, 25 April 2011 18:07 -

The panel’s first recommendation is that the Government of Sri Lanka should respond to the
serious allegations by initiating an effective accountability process beginning with genuine
investigations.

More::

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38187&Cr=Sri+Lanka&Cr1=

Report::

http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
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